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BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


In  the  month  of  'May,  1838,  it  was  reported  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  that  the  Rev.  Richard  Pancon,  a  clergyman 
recently  arrived  from  Jamaica,  had  been  making  various  statements  calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce  an  unfavourable  impression  respecting  the  discipline  and 
moral  condition  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  that  island. 

Mr.  Panton  was  at  that  time  in  Scotland,  where  he  had  made  these 
representations  in  different  companies  of  clergymen  and  others,  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  him.  On  the  day  this  information  reached  the 
Committee,  a  letter  was  despatched  by  their  direction  to  Mr.  Panton, 
requesting  he  would  furnish  them  with  the  particulars  of  his  statement,  and  the 
authority  on  which  it  rested.  At  the  end  of  a  month,  a  reply  was  received, 
in  which  Mr.  Panton  stated  that  he  had  no  wish  to  come  forward  as  the 
accuser  of  the  Baptist  Missionaries,  some  of  whom  were  among  his  most 
intimate  and  valued  friends  ;  but  that  the  communications  he  had  made 
were  intended  to  show  the  importance  of  sustaining  the  Scottish  Mission  in 
Jamaica.  He  added  that  he  expected  to  be  in  London  in  about  five  weeks, 
and  would  then  give,  in  person,  the  information  requested.  He  was 
informed,  by  return  of  post,  that  his  arrangements  met  the  views  of  the 
Committee,  who  hoped  to  see  him  as  soon  as  possible  after  his  arrival  in 
town. 

More  than  two  months  elapsed  and  nothing  was  heard  of  Mr.  Pan  ton. 
Meanwhile  the  deputation  who  had  visited  Scotland,  in  the  usual  course,  to 
collect  for  the  Society,  found  their  progress  impeded  in  different  parts  of 
that  country,  by  the  representations  he  had  made.  The  Committee  therefore 
inquired  after  Mr.  Panton,  and  having  ascertained  that  he  had  returned  to 
London,  he  was  invited  to  meet  them  on  Thursday,  Sep.  27.  Before  that 
day  arrived,  however,  he  called  on  the  Secretary  and  informed  him  that  the 
Directors  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  with  which  he  was  connected 
as  Secretary  of  their  Jamaica  Auxiliary,  objected  to  his  meeting  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  another  Missionary  Institution.  This  impediment  was  removed 
by  subsequent  communications  with  the  officers  of  that  Society.  Mr. 
Panton  then  expressed  his  own  unwillingness  to  confer  with  the  Comjnittee 
collectively,  and  proposed  an  interview  with  a  few  of  their  number,  not  in 
an  official  character.  The  Committee,  declining  any  unofficial  communi¬ 
cation,  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  of  five,  with  whom  Mr.  Panton, 
accompanied  by  two  friends,  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  20th  of 
October.  At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Panton  was  asked  why  he  had  not  com¬ 
municated  with  the  Committee  in  the  first  instance,  instead  of  circulating 
reports  at  a  distance.  His  reply  was,  that  he  had  intended  to  do  so,  but 
was  prevented  by  want  of  time ;  notwithstanding  which  it  transpired  that 
he  had  called  on  the  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  London  Missionary  Society, 
and  “had  a  long  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject.” 

As  it  was  deemed  indispensable  by  the  Sub-Committee  that  the 
statements  given  to  them  on  this  occasion  should  be  precisely  ascertained 
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and  made  known  to  the  missionaries  in  Jamaica,  a  short-hand  note  was 
taken  of  what  passed,  a  copy  of  which,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Panton,  was 
forthwith  sent  for  his  perusal.  This  note  he  declined  to  sanction,  alleging 
that  it  was,  in  various  particulars,  inaccurate,  but  promised  to  draw  up  a 
statement  of  his  own.  This  promise,  however,  was  not  redeemed.  On  the 
13th  of  November,  two  days  only  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  packet,  and 
when  Mr.  Panton  himself  was  on  the  point  of  embarking,  he  wrote  to  the 
Secretary,  stating  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  declining  to  send  any 
written  communication  on  the  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Sub-Committee  carefully  re-examined  the  record  of  what  had  passed  at 
their  interview  with  Mr.  Panton,  and  made  in  it  such  corrections  as  war¬ 
ranted  them  to  append  to  it  the  following  attestation  : — 

“  Mr.  Panton  having  declined  either  to  revise  this  note,  or  to  furnish 
a  statement  of  his  own,  which  he  subsequently  engaged  to  do,  we  the 
undersigned  having  carefully  revised  the  whole  document,  do  hereby  attest 
that  in  its  present  state  it  is  substantially  correct. 

(Signed)  W.  B.  Gurney,  Treasurer. 

John  Dyer,  Secretary. 

F.  A.  Cox. 

Edward  Steane. 

Fen  Court,  ATov.  14,  1838.  J.  II.  Hinton. 

Of  this  document  a  copy  was  forwarded  by  the  mail  of  the  following 
day  to  the  Rev.  Joshua  Tinson,  of  Kingston,  with  a  request  that  it  might 
be  laid  before  the  missionaries  assembled  at  their  Annual  Association  in 
January,  1839. 

This  was  accordingly  done,  and  suitable  measures  were  immediately 
taken  by  the  missionaries  to  vindicate  themselves  and  their  congregations 
from  the  imputations  which  had  been  cast  upon  them.  An  expostulatory 
letter  was  also  addressed  to  Mr.  Panton  by  Mr.  Tinson,  with  whom  he  had 
previously  been  in  habits  of  friendly  intercourse.  To  that  letter  no  answer 
had  been  returned  at  the  date  of  the  last  communications  from  the  island. 
It  is  understood,  moreover,  that  Mr.  Panton  denies  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  sent  to  Jamaica  by  the  Committee  of  what  passed  at  the  inter¬ 
view  (though  he  has  never  seen  the  revised  document),  while,  at  the  same 
time, die  declines  to  acquaint  the  parties  involved  in  his  accusations  with  the 
precise  nature  of  his  allegations  against  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  but  just  to  the  Society,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  preceding  narrative  of  facts,  extracts  from  the  letters  which  have  been 
received  from  the  missionaries,  bearing  on  this  subject,  should  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  parties  who  take  an  interest  in  the  question.  These 
may  be  had,  therefore,  in  a  printed  form,  on  application  to  the  Rev.  William 
Innes,  or  the  Rev.  Christopher  Anderson,  Edinburgh ;  Rev.  James  Paterson, 
Glasgow :  Rev.  Jonathan  Watson,  Cupar,  Fife  ;  Rev.  John  Leecliman, 
Irvine ;  Rev.  Alexander  Stalker,  Aberdeen ;  Andrew  Low,  Esq.,  Dundee ; 
Rev.  R.  Thomson,  Perth  ;  Rev.  R.  Machray,  Dumfries ;  Mr.  MTlvain, 
Greenock;  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  Huntly;  Mr.  Grant,  Stirling;  and  Rev.  James 
Kennedy,  Inverness. 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 


In  the  following  pages,  the  charges  made  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Panton,  are  placed  in  the  left  hand  side  of  the  page,  and  Extracts 
from  the  Correspondence  of  the  Missionaries  in  reply,  are  given  in 
the  column  over  against  them, 


Mr.  Panton. — From  various  causes, 
which  I  will  mention,  the  congregations 
of  the  Baptist  missionaries  in  Jamaica 
are  in  a  very  corrupt  state  ;  this  arises 
from  three  causes  : — 

1 .  There  having  been  a  number  of  per¬ 
sons  calling  themselves  Baptists,  in  the 
island  before  any  missionaries  came,  who 
were  superstitious,  and  whose  conduct  was 
not  consistent  with  religion. 

With  respect  to  the  original  Baptists, 
they  probably  had  received  sound  doc¬ 
trine  from  their  teachers,  but  their  teach¬ 
ers  left  the  island,  and  they  were  left 
under  the  supervision  of  members  of  their 
own  body,  who  could  not  read,  and  were 
without  the  bible. 

And  they  ran  into  every  folly  and  ex¬ 
cess,  under  the  direction  of  these  black 
Baptists. 

They  call  themselves  ‘  Bowdown  Bap¬ 
tists,’  from  its  being  the  custom,  when  a 
new  convert  was  haled,  and  brought  to  join 
a  congregation  or  church,  when  assembled 
in  some  house  at  night,  that  he  should 
come  in  on  his  hands  and  feet. 

They  baptize  frequently,  imagining  that 
the  water  washed  away  sin,  and  therefore 
the  oftener  the  better. 

They  used  to  meet  in  some  close  negro 
house,  and  after  preaching  and  praying 
and  going  through  a  number  of  foolish 
ceremonies  until  they  were  very  much 
heated,  they  would  immerse  themselves 
in  this  heated  state. 

W  e  say  the  Baptist  missionaries  have 
formed  their  congregations  in  a  great 
measure  from  among  these  original  Bap¬ 
tists,  and  that  they  have  mixed  up  with 
their  religion  Obeah  and  other  African 
superstitions  prevalent  among  them  to  a 
fearful  extent. 

The  great  bulk  of  Knibb’s,  Burchell’s 


Mr.  John  Clarke,  Jericho. — We  have 
found  superstition,  and  it  has  gradually 
given  way  before  the  truth.  Every  alle¬ 
gation  made  against  our  people  by  friends 
or  foes,  we  examine  into,  and  exercise  a 
constant  and  faithful  discipline. 

Mr.  Tinson's  letter. — Mr.  Panton  is  in 
error  respecting  the  American  Baptists 
leaving  the  island.  With  the  exception 
of  one  they  all  died  here.  That  some  of 
their  successors  encouraged  superstition 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  But  that  any  prac¬ 
tised  Obeah,  I  do  not  believe. 

The  Bowdown  Baptists  are  not  a  dis¬ 
tinct  class,  nor  did  the  term  arise  from 
their  entering  the  house  on  their  hands 
and  knees.  Mr.  Graham*  has  known 
them  for  forty-six  years,  and  says  he 
never  knew  or  heard  of  such  a  case.  The 
origin  was  this :  when  a  heathen  appear¬ 
ed  inclined  to  attend  religious  instruction, 
it  was  always  the  custom  for  the  person 
to  whom  he  applied,  to  direct  him  to 
kneel  down,  and  he  kneeling  down  with 
him,  would  tell  him  how  to  pray,  i.e.,  put 
words  into  his  mouth.  This  being  done, 
if  the  person  continued  steady,  and  after¬ 
wards  sought  fellowship  with  the  church, 
it  was  common  to  ask  him  “  who  bowed  you 
down  ?”  The  term  was  used  to  know  the 
commencement  of  his  course,  equivalent 
to  what  we  say,  “  well,  friend,  what  in¬ 
duced  you  to  think  about  religion  ?” 

As  to  the  repetition  of  Baptism,  igno¬ 
rant  as  many  of  the  country  people  are, 
I  do  not  believe  there  are  any  grounds 
for  such  a  charge.  After  seventeen  years’ 
acquaintance  with  the  country,  I  have 
never  met  with  a  single  case,  and  Mr. 
Graham  assures  me  he  never  knew  of  but 
one. 

*  Mr.  Graham,  one  of  Mr.  Tinson’s  deacons,  I 
know,  is  a  good  man. — Rev.  R.  Ranton. 
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and  Taylor's  churches  are  Bowdown  Bap¬ 
tists. 

The  Bowdown  Baptists  have  brought 
a  great  deal  of  their  superstitions  and 
immorality  into  the  churches  they  have 
joined. 


Mr.  Abbott. — I  assembled  the  church- 
members,  and  questioned  them  upon  the 
practices  of  the  followers  of  the  American 
Baptists,  and  they  all  denied  having  even 
heard  of  persons  being  frequently  bap¬ 
tized,  or  made  to  enter  the  houses  on  their 
hands  and  knees.  Two  of  them  were 
baptized  by  the  American  Baptists,  and 
are  now  consistent  deacons,  and  they  so¬ 
lemnly  assured  me  that  this  part  of  Mr. 
Panton’s  statement  is  totally  unfounded 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Each  one  stated  that  he  had  never  been 
rebaptized.  When  asked  whether  Obeah 
or  any  other  African  superstition  was 
practised  by  any  members  or  inquirers, 
they  all  replied,  no,  we  never  heard  of 
such  a  case  ;  and  there  was  a  deep  and 
general  feeling  of  indignation  at  such  a 
charge  being  made. 


2.  The  leader  and  ticket  system,  which 
the  Baptists  have  adopted,  is  abused  to  a 
very  great  extent. 

The  Africans  in  their  own  country 
were  much  addicted  to  Gregrees  or 
charms,  and  they  have  regarded  the  tick¬ 
ets  as  passports  to  heaven. 

When  a  Baptist  dies  in  Jamaica,  I 
know  it  is  the  general  practice,  the  last 
thing  which  is  done  to  the  corpse  is  to 
put  all  the  tickets  into  the  left  hand,  they 
thinking  the  tickets  are  to  be  produced  in 
the  next  world. 

The  constant  remark  to  me  was,  “  mas- 
sa  give  no  tickets,  suppose  death  take  me 
in  the  way.” 

One  strong  objection  to  the  ticket  sys¬ 
tem  is,  that  the  people  consider  that  they 
buy  them.  They  do  not  give  them  till 
the  subscriptions  are  paid.  The  negros 
say,  1  do  not  get  it  till  I  have  paid  my 
money. 

They  have  followers’  tickets,  and  also 
blank  tickets,  signed,  to  be  tilled  up  with 
the  name  of  any  person  who  will  pay  ten- 
pence  for  it. 


Mr.  John  Clark,  Brown's  Town. — At 
the  time  of  renewing  quarterly  tickets, 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  currency,  is 
given  by  such  as  are  able  to  work  daily  ; 
but  all  is  voluntary.  The  people  are 
simply  told  their  duty,  and  cheerfully 
fulfil  it. 

Air.  Dexter.  —  At  the  beginning  of 
every  year,  I  have  given  out  tickets  to 
the  members  and  inquirers,  to  be  renewed 
quarterly.  They  are  distributed  not  by 
leaders  or  deacons,  but  by  myself,  or  in 
some  few  cases  by  Mrs.  D.  With  regard 
to  superstitious  notions  about  these  tickets, 
if  they  ever  did  prevail  before  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  so  much  enlightened, 
they  are  now  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
eradicated. 

On  one  occasion  I  had  heard  of  a  per¬ 
son  in  the  neighbourhood  having  his  tick¬ 
ets  buried  with  him.  And  when  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  assembled  desired  that  the 
tickets  should  be  returned.  They  com¬ 
plied  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  and 
were  contented  without  them  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year.  Nor  did  the  re¬ 
ceipts  or  the  attendance  drop  off  in  con¬ 
sequence.  It  has  been  my  invariable 
custom  to  renew  the  tickets,  and  then 
take  whatever  might  be  given  to  the 
church,  as  our  people  express  it. 

Mr.  Tinson. — I  have  no  doubt  cases 
may  be  found,  where  superstition  has 
been  connected  with  tickets.  I  have  met 
with  a  few  myself,  but  only  a  few.  When 
such  cases  occur,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  your  missionaries  are  either  so  stupid 
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Mr.  T - states  that  a  person  showed 

him  three  sets  of  tickets,  signed  by  Mr. 
Henry  Clarke  Taylor,  the  one  for  old 
members,  the  second  for  new  members, 
and  the  third  for  recruits.  They  were 
given  to  Robert  Lambert,  to  be  filled  up, 
with  the  exception  of  those  for  old  mem¬ 
bers. 


or  so  wicked  as  to  encourage  or  even  connive 
at  them.  As  to  putting  tickets  into  the 
coffin,  there  may  have  been  an  isolated  case, 
but  I  am  confident  it  is  not  by  any  means 
a  common  thing.  Our  people  do  not  keep 
their  tickets,  we  tear  them  every  year. 
This  I  know  has  been  the  case  at  Kingston ; 
and  the  people  from  the  country  fre¬ 
quently  bring  the  tickets  to  me  when  a 
member  has  died. 

Mr.  Taylor. — If  I  thought  the  tickets 
were  an  evil,  I  would  break  up  my  church 
sooner  than  give  one. 

I  never  attach  my  name  to  tickets.  As  to 
old  members,  new  members,  and  recruits, 
I  really  do  not  know  what  he  means.  I 
have  only  inquirers’  and  members’  tickets. 
I  never  had  any  other.  I  never  issue  blank 
tickets.  Who  Robert  Lambert  is  I  don’t 

know.  If  Mr.  T -  really  saw  tickets 

with  my  signature,  or  blank  tickets,  they 
must  have  been  forged  ones.  Why  did  he 
not  mention  these  things  when  he  was 
here  ? 

Mr.  John  Clarke ,  Jericho. — Our  people 
are  not  so  well-informed  as  we  could  wish, 
but  they  know  better  than  to  trust  to  a 
piece  of  paper,  either  as  a  charm  or  as  a 
passport  to  heaven. 

Mr.  Abbott.— He  asked  his  church,  as¬ 
sembled  for  the  purpose,  whether  they  con¬ 
sidered  the  money  they  gave  to  the  church 
a  payment  for  the  ticket  ?  Whether  they 
considered  the  ticket  a  passport  to  hea¬ 
ven  ?  Whether  they  placed  them  in  the 
coffins  ?  To  which  questions  they  severally 
replied,  no. 

I  have  met  with  one  case,  and  but  one, 
of  a  ticket  being  put  into  the  coffin ;  and  I 
publicly  censured  it. 

I  have  never  in  a  single  instance  sent 
out  tickets  by  the  leaders  to  sell. 

Mr.  Tinson  to  Mr.  Panton. — I  am  quite 
sure,  from  much  anxious  investigation, 
that  the  desire  to  have  a  ticket  generally 
arises,  not  from  its  being  viewed  as  a  pass¬ 
port  to  heaven,  but  from  a  wish  to  possess 
a  certificate  of  union  with  some  Christian 
church.  And  their  anxiety  to  have  a  ticket, 
“  lest  death  should  take  them  in  the 
pass,”  means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
desire  to  possess  some  testimony  of  their 
connexion  with  a  Christian  body,  that  in 
case  of  death,  whilst  travelling  on  the  ro  ad, 
it  might  secure  for  them  a  Christian  burial ; 
a  thing  which  you  well  know,  they  oft  en 
think  a  great  deal  about. 
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3.  The  immense  congregations,  prevent¬ 
ing  the  ministers  having  the  oversight  of 
them,  and  the  pastoral  office  being  in  fact 
in  the  hands  of  the  leaders. 

On  one  occasion,  I  had  a  conversation 
with  a  woman  belongingto  aWesleyan  con¬ 
gregation.  I  asked  her  why  her  leader  did  not 
report  her  to  her  minister  ?  She  answered, 
the  leader  does  not  dare  to  tell  upon  me. 
I  asked  her,  why  not?  She  answered,  if  he 
were  to  tell  upon  me,  I  would  tell  the 
minister  that  the  leader  drinks.  You  null 
perceive  from  this  instance  that  if  there 
is  any  thing  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  the 
leader,  he  is  restrained  by  that  circum¬ 
stance  from  giving  information  respecting 
others  to  the  missionary,  and  the  mission¬ 
ary  depends  on  the  leader — he  is  deceiv¬ 
ed  and  misled. 

I  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  good 
men .  among  the  leaders.  Graham,  of 
Kingston,  I  know  is  a  good  man,  but 
many  are  using  their  office  very  impro¬ 
perly. 

With  respect  to  the  immense  congrega¬ 
tions  ;  it  is  manifest  that  Mr.  Burchell 
cannot  know  any  thing  of  the  3000  under 
him,  or  Mr.  Gardner  of  the  2860  under 
him.  They  do  not  know  them  even  by 
name. 

It  is,  I  think,  in  consequence  of  the 
largeness  of  the  numbers,  that  the  minis¬ 
ters  are  not  aware  of  the  bad  state  of 
things  going  on  ;  and  more  than  that, 
they  are  not  willing  to  know  it.  They 
do  not  receive  it  kindly  ;  they  consider 
the  suggestion  as  arising  from  jealousy. 


Mr.  John  Clark. — I  jnake  no  leaders  ; 
I  acknowledge  none.  I  exhort  all  to 
lead  as  many  as  possible  to  the  house  of 
God,  and  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  watch 
faithfully  over  members  and  inquirers 
near  them  in  the  fear  of  God  ;  who  re¬ 
quires  them  not  to  suffer  sin  in  their  bro¬ 
ther,  and  I  find  many  among  them  are 
truly  faithful. 

Mr.  Dexter. — I  called  a  meeting  of  the 
deacons  and  leaders  at  each  place,  telling 
them  what  accusations  had  been  brought 
against  them  and  their  brethren,  and 
charging  them  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  if 
they  knew  any  thing  of  the  kind  not  to 
conceal  it  any  longer.  One  of  them  im¬ 
mediately  rose,  and  said,  Minister  knows 
that  we  sometimes  have  to  bring  com¬ 
plaints  against  members  and  inquirers  ; 
and  does  minister  think  if  these  things 
were  true,  he  would  not  hear  of  them  at 
such  times  ?  Another  requested,  and  all 
of  them  joined  him,  that  I  would  then 
and  there  call  a  full  meeting  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  and  adopt  any  means  I  might  think 
proper  to  see  whether  the  charges  were 
true.  This  was  immediately  done.  It 
was  after  the  morning  service  ;  and  the 
result  was  that  1  was  requested,  after  a 
very  solemn  meeting,  to  write  on  behalf 
of  the  church,  assuring  you  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  that  the  statement  was  entirely 
false. 

As  to  deacons  and  leaders  having  the 
charge  of  the  church,  it  is  equally  untrue 
with  the  other  calumnies  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

None  are  admitted,  till,  after  repeated 
examinations,  the  minister  is  satisfied  as 
to  their  views  of  divine  truth,  and  the 
members  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of 
stating  if  they  know  any  thing  against 
them. 

The  Jamaica  Brethren  in  Association. 
— We,  whose  names  are  affixed,  do  so¬ 
lemnly  declare  that  the  leaders  and  dea¬ 
cons  are  not  invested  with,  nor  allowed 
to  exercise  the  power  which  he  (Mr.  Pan¬ 
ton)  asserts  they  possess.  That  every 
case  of  delinquency,  as  soon  as  discovered, 
whether  an  officer  or  private  member,  is 
dealt  with  as  the  case  may  require  ;  and 
each  can  say  for  his  respective  congrega¬ 
tions,  that  a  system  of  discipline  is  ob¬ 
served,  as  rigid  and  scriptural  as  is  ob¬ 
served  by  any  dissenting  churches  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  II.  C.  Taylor. — I  should  think  it 
very  strange,  if  out  of  1 500  people,  some  ten 
or  twelve  at  least  could  not  be  found 
trustworthy.  Such  men  are  found,  and 
they  are  very  useful,  and  like  ourselves 
they  are  despised  for  their  works’  sake. 
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The  hulk  of  those  who  are  attached  to 
the  Baptist  congregations  really  are  not 
Baptists.  They  do  not  know  any  thing  of 
the  principles  of  the  anti-pa;dobaptists. 
The  members  of  the  Baptist  congregations, 
through  the  whole  country,  come  and 
stand  as  sponsors,  and  bring  their  own 
children  to  be  baptized. 

I  have  sent  away  six,  eight,  or  ten 
Baptists,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  who  were 
communicants  at  Mr.  Kingdon’s  church. 
Mr.  Ivingdon  said,  “  If  any  of  my  people 
come  forward,  tell  me.”  I  did  so  for¬ 
merly,  but  latterly  he  became  vexed  at 
hearing  of  it  ;  but  it  is  all  over  the  is¬ 
land  ;  in  Mr.  Tinson’s  and  Mr.  Gardner's 
churches  it  is  just  the  same. 


Mr.  Whitehorne  went  to  Brown’s  Town, 
and  began  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
things;  and  on  doing  so,  he  found  the 
congregation  in  so  corrupt  a  state  that  he 
broke  it  up.  This  was  just  before  the 
rebellion.  He  then  went  to  Mount 
Charles,  where  he  found  the  same  corrupt 
state  of  things,  and  he  broke  up  that 
church  also.  I  am  told  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  three,  expelling  them  by  hundreds, 
on  finding  the  state  in  which  they  were. 
His  brethren  called  him  to  account,  and 
they  had  a  good  deal  of  consultation  on 
the  subject. 


For  a  long  time  I  have  acknowledged 
no  leaders— I  make  none — but  have  in 
the  four  churches  twelve  deacons,  and  en¬ 
courage  every  member  to  instruct  as 
many  around  him  as  he  can — to  hold  fa¬ 
mily  worship  regularly,  and  invite  his 
neighbours  to  be  present  at  it. 

Mr.  Tinson. — As  to  the  sprinkling  of 
infants  or  standing  as  sponsors,  there  are 
some  of  our  people  who  set  themselves 
against  these  things,  others  seem  not  to 
see  that  they  are  wrong — but  let  it  not  be 
forgotten  that  there  was  once  a  ‘  needs  be’ 
for  them.  Every  free-born  coloured 
child  without  such  a  record  of  his  birth, 
was  liable  to  be  sold  into  slavery,  and  in 
case  of  death  where  there  was  no  dissent¬ 
ing  minister,  the  clergyman  would  not 
bury,  and  parents  have  been  compelled 
to  bury  their  own  children.  Much  may 
be  said  on  this  subject  not  to  justify  but 
to  palliate  from  the  former  constitution  of 
society. 

Mr.  Abbott. — He  asked  his  assembled 
church,  have  any  of  you,  since  you  were 
baptized,  had  your  children  christened,  or 
have  you  stood  as  sponsors  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  other  persons  ?  The  members  of 
St.  Ann’s  Bay  and  Coultart  Grove,  all 
declared  they  had  not  ;  of  the  church  at 
Ocho  Rios,  fifteen  acknowledged  that 
they  had  done  so  several  years  ago,  but 
not  one  since  Mr.  Coultart  came  to  the 
station. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Dexter. — There  is  only  one 
sentence  which  is  directed  against  my 
people,  and  that  I  think  it  right  to  say, 
is  entirely  false. 

It  is  where  Mr.  P.  says  in  effect  that 
when  Mr.  W.  went  to  Brown’s  Town  to 
reside,  he  found  no  religion  among  the 
people,  that  he  consequently  dissolved  the 
churches,  and  in  so  doing,  incurred  the 
severe  censure  of  his  brethren.  As  Mr. 
W.  never  went  to  Brown’s  Town,  it  is 
plain  Mr.  P.  has  alluded  to  the  adjoining 
stations  of  Rio  Bueno  and  Stewart  Town. 
What  was  the  amount  of  religion  Mr.  W. 
found  there  I  cannot  say,  but  he  must  have 
thought  there  was  some,  or  he  would  not 
after  having  examined  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  for  baptism,  have  issued  so 
many  tickets  of  approval  as  I  found  among 
the  people  when  I  took  charge  of  the  sta¬ 
tions.  The  only  reason  why  they  were  not 
baptized,  was  that  the  disturbance  broke 
out  about  a  week  before  the  time  fixed  for 
the  administration  of  the  ordinance.  Some 
of  them  are  now  honourable  members  of 
the  churches,  and  others  have  died  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  the  Lord. 

The  churches  never  were  dissolved  either 
by  Mr.  W.  or  any  one  else,  so  that  there 
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There  was  at  Ivew  Castle,  a  deacon  of 
the  name  of  Michael  Pacey, — he  had 
been  the  deacon,  or  head  man,  there  be¬ 
fore  any  Baptist  Missionary  was  regularly 
stationed  there.  Mr.  Tinson  has  preached 
there  occasionally,  and  knew  him,  and  he 
was  Mr.  Burton’s  right  hand  man  there, 
and  so  he  was  Mr.  Kingdon’s.  While 
Mr.  Kingdon  was  staying  with  me,  a  charge 
was  brought  against  Pacey  by  one  of  the 
female  servants  in  my  family,  who  was  a 
Baptist,  of  gross  immorality.  Mr.  King¬ 
don  determined  to  investigate  it,  and  he 
did  it  very  carefully.  He  found  it  was 
true.  In  consequence  of  this  the  man’s 
character  was  gone,  and  no  sooner  was 
this  known  than  charges  were  brought 
from  different  quarters,  and  it  was  proved 
that  for  seven  years  he  had  been  using  his 
office  for  the  purpose  of  general  adultery 
in  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Kingdon  was  heart-broken.  We 
prayed  together,  and  talked  the  matter 
over.  He  determined  to  do  his  duty.  He 
assembled  the  congregation — brought  for¬ 
ward  the  evidence the  man  did  not 
deny  it — and  he  was  publicly  expelled. 

Pacey  immediately  set  up  a  congrega¬ 
tion  in  opposition,  and  carried  away  two- 
thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  congregation. 

A  little  while  before  I  left  the  island  I 
went  down  to  Montego  Bay.  There  is  a 
member  of  our  Committee,  John  Stone,  an 
excellent  man,  lives  there,  and  he  was 
speaking  to  me,  as  the  members  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  island  do,  of  the  sad 
slate  of  those  immense  masses  of  congre¬ 
gations. 


was  no  need  of  those  censures  with  which 
his  brethren  are  falsely  said  to  have  visited 
him.  When  Brother  Dendy  came  to  the 
stations  after  the  disturbances,  Church 
Meetings  were  called,  at  which  it  was  re¬ 
solved  that  as  the  churches  had  during  more 
than  two  years  been  destitute  of  a  pastor, 
and  almost  wholly  deprived  of  the  means 
of  grace,  an  inquiry  should  be  instituted 
into  the  conduct  of  every  member,  so  that 
those  who  had  acted  unworthily  might  be 
brought  under  the  exercise  of  Christian 
discipline.  In  accordance  with  this  re¬ 
solution,  every  member  was  individually 
examined  by  the  minister,  and  an  inquiry 
was  afterwards  made  at  a  full  Church 
Meeting,  whether  their  walk  and  conver¬ 
sation  had  been  consistent  with  the  gospel. 
The  result  was  that  several  were  publicly 
reproved  for  Sabbath  breaking,  quarrelling, 
&c.  ;  while  about  a  dozen  (I  speak  with¬ 
out  the  church  book,  but  give  the  outside 
number)  were  excluded  out  of  the  two 
hundred  of  whom  the  churches  were  com¬ 
posed. 

Mr.  Kingclon. — I  will  at  once  proceed 
to  point  out  a  number  of  inaccuracies  in 
the  statement  of  Mr.  P.  in  reference  to 
Pacey,  &c.  The  charge  that  was  brought 
against  him,  and  for  which  he  was  ex¬ 
pelled  on  the  17th  Nov.,  1833,  was  for 
tempting  a  Mrs.  Bastine,  one  of  Mr.  P.’s 
servants,  to  commit  adultery  on  the  12th 
of  April,  the  same  year,  and  with  which 
she  did  not  comply — he  did  deny  the 
charge  made  by  her,  but  the  circumstances 
of  his  guilt,  as  elicited  from  her  by  a  de¬ 
putation  from  our  church,  were  so  strong 
that  he  was  unanimously  considered  to 
be  guilty,  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  It 
certainly  was  not  proved  that  he  had 
been  cohabiting  generally  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  as  stated  by  Mr. 
P.,  although  there  was  strong  reason  to 
fear  that  in  two  instances  he  had  been 
guilty,  one  only  being  a  member.  Nor 
is  it  true  that  on  being  turned  out  of  the 
church  he  took  with  him  two-thirds  or 
three-quarters  of  my  people — his  mother 
and  five  or  six  members,  living  on  Mair 
Town  estate,  were  the  only  members  that 
accompanied  him,  and  a  very  few  of 
the  congregation,  certainly  not  one-sixth 
— I  doubt, if  one-tenth. 

Mr.  Stone  in  reply  to  Mr.  Burchell. — 
Mr.  Panton  is  in  error  when  he  says,  that 
I  referred  to  one  of  your  deacons,  as  the 
occurrence  took  place  at  Green  Island. 

The  case  was  as  follows : — Having  learnt 
that  several  of  the  leaders  of  the  Baptist 
congregation  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
properties  and  making  use  of  their  influence 
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One  of  Mr.  Burchell’s  deacons  had 
been  speaking  to  him  about  the  churches, 
and  John  Stone  said — You  are  always 
talking  about  the  Baptists  being  better 
than  any  other,  but  you  know  better  than 
that,  and  so  do  I.  Have  not  the  leaders 
got  a  wife  on  every  estate  they  go  to  ? 
The  deacon  did  not  attempt  to  deny  it, 
but  said,  No  temptation,  massa,  which 
means  that  it  is  the  result  of  temptation. 


to  seduce  the  women,  I  thought  it 
right  to  make  inquiry  the  first  opportunity 
therefore  that  presented  itself.  I  men¬ 
tioned  what  I  had  heard  to  a  man  named 
Brown,  residing  at  Haughton  Hall,  who 
(as  I  understood)  was  considered  the  head 
man  among  the  leaders  ;  when,  greatly 
to  my  astonishment,  far  from  denying 
the  knowledge  or  the  practice  of  the 
crime,  he  expressed  himself  in  the  very 
words  you  have  written — =“  No  tempta¬ 
tion  massa.”  This  happened  in  1835  ;  I 
made  no  memorandum  at  the  time,  never 
expecting  the  subject  to  be  again  brought 
forward,  but  I  believe  I  am  right  as  to 
the  name  of  the  man,  and  the  place  of 
his  residence.  Should  I  be  mistaken,  it 
will  be  easy  to  obtain  certain  information. 

Mr.  Burchett.— You  will  observe  that 
Mr.  Stone  says  the  conversation  took 
place  at  Green  Island  in  1835  (thirty-five 
miles  from  Montego  Bay),  when  and 
where  there  was  an  immense  mass  of  congre¬ 
gation,  and  supplied  only  about  once  a 
month.  I  do  not  know,  but  suppose  there 
were  not  fifty  members,  and  not  more 
than  three  leaders. 


Although  some  passages  of  the  following  letter,,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Panton,  by  our  senior  missionary  in  the  island,  Mr.  Tinson,  of  Kings¬ 
ton,  have  been  already  given  in  the  preceding  pages,  we  insert  it, 
(with  a  few  omissions,  not  immediately  bearing  on  the  subject),  as 
illustrating  the  spirit  in  which  these  accusations  have  been  met  by  the 
parties  specially  aggrieved. 

Kingston,  March  11,  1839. 

My  Dear  Sir. 

W e  have  been  long  acquainted,  and  I  have  received  kindness  from  you  of  which  I 
would  not  be  unmindful.  Perhaps  I  was  wrong,  in  refusing  to  speak,  on  our  first 
meeting  after  your  arrival — if  so,  forgive  me.  With  the  cause  of  that  silence,  how¬ 
ever,  you  cannot  be  unacquainted.  But  as  the  Scriptures  teach,  “  If  thy  brother 
offend  thee,  tell  him  his  fault,” — it  might  have  been  better  to  have  sought  an  early 
interview,  or  to  have  written  and  stated  wherein  I  think  you  have  given  cause  for 
offence.  I  would  have  done  this  earlier,  but  my  engagements  and  absence  from  home 
have  prevented.  Suffer  me  to  do  it  now,  and  be  assured  if  my  manner  of  expression 
should  appear  offensive,  in  any  instance,  it  will  not  be  intentional  ;  for  1  would  an¬ 
xiously  avoid  using  a  single  term  that  might  needlessly  inflict  pain.  I  received  the 
charges  you  preferred  against  our  mission,  before  Messrs.  Gurney,  Dyer,  Cox,  Steane, 
and  Hinton,  just  as  I  was  leaving  town  for  our  Annual  Association,  and,  as  directed, 
submitted  them  to  my  brethren  ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  every  specific  allegation 
either  has  been,  or  will  be,  carefully  investigated.  I  very  much  regret  that  there  are 
so  few  specified  cases  amidst  the  general  and  sweeping  accusations  brought  against  us. 
I  think  therefore  that  we  have  cause  to  complain,  that  you  have  dealt  so  largely  in 
mere  assertions,  and  that  you  should  attempt  to  establish  universal  corruption,  on  a 
few  isolated  facts,  or  merely  reported  cases.  Notwithstanding,  I  dare  not  believe 
for  a  moment  that  you  would  knowingly  state  what  was  false.  But  that  you  are 
altogether  misinformed  on  some  points  I  am  quite  certain — that  you  have  advanced 
charges  which  you  cannot  prove,  is  equally  clear,  and  that  many  of  your  premises, 
admitting  your  right  to  assume  them,  will  not  predicate  your  conclusions,  is  no  less 
evident.  To  impugn  your  motives  is  not  fair — God  and  your  own  heart  are  the  best 
judges  of  them.  But  you  say  that  when  you  made  these  charges  in  Scotland,  your 
object  was  to  benefit  the  Scottish  mission,  Now  why,  my  dear  Sir,  attempt  to  advance 
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one  society  by  depreciating  another  ?  If  you  knew,  or  thought  you  knew,  that  evils 
existed,  and  you  could  do  nothing  to  remedy  them  in  this  country,  would  it  not  have 
been  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  to  have  gone  at  once  to  our  Committee,  and  can¬ 
didly  have  stated  what  you  thought  to  be  wrong  amongst  us,  urging  them  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  their  agents — at  the  same  time,  supplying  them 
with  sufficient  data  to  institute  a  full  and  fair  investigation. 

I  have  always  been  accustomed,  my  dear  sir,  to  think  of  you,  not  only  as  a  gentle¬ 
man  by  birth  and  education,  but  as  sustaining  a  higher  style  of  being,  that  of  an  intel¬ 
ligent  decided  Christian.  Judge,  therefore,  of  my  surprise,  that  you  should  have  lent 
yourself  to  a  party,  and  have  gone  at  its  bidding,  to  strengthen  by  the  weight  of  your 
character,  calumnies  which  had  been  often  refuted.  What  good  could  possibly 
result  from  such  a  method  of  proceeding  ?  If  you  really  'wished  to  benefit  our  society 
why  not  have  gone  to  our  Secretary,  and  not  to  Mr.  Ellis,  with  the  accusations  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  care  ? 

In  making  your  charges  you  have  evidently  spoken  with  too  much  confidence  on 
subjects  concerning  which  you  were  but  ill  informed.  Y  our  mistakes  respecting  the 
dissolution  of  the  church  at  Brown’s  Town— the  departure  of  the  American  teachers, 
all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  died  here — the  use  of  tickets  in  other  societies, — and 
sundry  such  errors,  are  comparatively  trifling,  and  scarcely  merit  notice,  except  as  they 
tend  to  show  the  inaccuracy  of  your  information.  This  appears  also  in  your  remarks 
on  the  American  Baptists,  as  they  are  called.  Of  them  I  may  be  allowed  to  know 
something,  having  been  amongst  them  more  than  twice  the  number  of  years  that  you 
have  been  in  the  island  as  a  clergyman.  The  congregation  of  which  I  took  the  over¬ 
sight  soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  colony,  nearly  seventeen  years  ago,  was  composed 
entirely  of  that  class.  You  are  in  error  respecting  the  origin  of  the  term  “  Bow  down 
Baptists.”  It  did  not  originate  in  compelling  every  person  who  wished  to  join  a  class 
to  enter  the  house  on  his  hands  and  knees  ;  but  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  first 
instructed  to  pray.  It  was  almost  always  the  case  when  a  person  sought  reli¬ 
gious  instruction  for  the  individual  to  whom  he  applied  to  direct  him  to  kneel  down, 
and  then  kneeling  down  with  him,  tell  him  how  to  pray  ;  and  was  there  any  thing 
wrong  in  that  ?  John  taught  his  disciples  to  pray,  and  our  Saviour  did  the  same.  If 
a  person  thus  initiated,  continued  steady  in  his  profession,  and  afterwards  sought  fel¬ 
lowship  with  the  church,  it  was  customary  to  ask  “  who  bowed  you  down  ?  ”  or  “  under 
whom  did  you  bow  down  ?  ”  This  was  done  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  his  Christian  course.  The  term  was  employed  simply  because  it  was  under¬ 
stood,  and  associated  with  an  action  that  fixed  its  meaning  in  the  mind  of  the  catechu¬ 
men,  and  was  precisely  equivalent  to  saying,  “  What  first  induced  you  to  think  about 
religion  ?  ” 

Again,  you  were  equally  incorrect  in  your  assertions  about  repeated  baptisms. 
You  say  that  the  people,  after  sitting  up  nearly  all  night,  and  while  greatly 
heated  by  religious  exercises,  went  to  some  neighbouring  river,  and  baptized 
one  another,  and  that  this  was  frequently  done,  supposing  it  would  wash  away 
their  sins,  “  Credat  qui  vult,  non  ego.”  I  have  never  met  with  an  instance  of  the 
kind.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  no  case  of  the  sort  ever  occurred.  That  the 
people  sat  up  during  the  night  to  pray  we  all  know,  and  we  know  too  that  it  was  only 
in  that  stealthy  manner,  when  their  masters  were  asleep,  that  they  dared  to  pray. 
After  these  midnight  meetings,  the  men  would  sometimes  go  out  to  bathe  while  much 
heated  ;  this  was  doubtless  unwise,  and  likely  to  injure  their  health — but  it  had  no¬ 
thing  whatever  to  do  with  baptism.  That  a  great  many  superstitious  notions  have 
been  mixed  up  with  a  religious  profession,  1  am  well  aware.  I  have  heard  of  many, 
and  known  not  a  few,  but  such  as  those  above  mentioned  have  not  come  under  my 
observation.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  you  have  heard  of  such  things,  perhaps  from 
the  planters,  but  you  say  they  are  not  to  be  believed.  I  dare  not  say  that  cases  of  the 
kind  never  happened,  but  did  you  ever  know  of  one  ^  My  friend,  Mr.  Graham,  than 
whom  no  man  has  had  better  opportunities  of  knowing  the  practices  of  the  people — ■ 
he  has  been  forty-six  years  a  member,  and  has  sustained  an  unblemished  character, — 
you  admit  that  he  is  a  good  man — he  has  kept  a  large  class  nearly  all  the  time, — has 
travelled  much  in  the  country  exhorting  the  people,  and  he  assures  me  that  he  has 
never  known  a  case  such  as  you  describe. 

I  think  also,  my  dear  Sir,  that  you  are  greatly  mistaken  in  asserting  that  the  people 
almost  universally  consider  the  ticket  as  a  passport  to  heaven.  That  such  cases  may 
exist,  and  that  some  have  existed,  there  can  be  no  question ;  but  I  am  quite  sure,  from 
much  anxious  investigation,  that  the  desire  to  have  a  ticket  generally  arises,  not  from 
its  being  viewed  as  a  passport  to  heaven,  but  from  a  desire  to  possess  a  certificate  of 
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union  with  some  Christian  church.  And  their  anxiety  to  have  a  ticket  “  lest  death 
should  catch  them  in  the  pass,”  means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  desire  to  possess 
some  testimony  of  their  connexion  with  a  Christian  body  ;  that  in  case  of  death  while 
travelling  on  the  road,  it  might  secure  for  them  a  Christian  burial — a  thing  which  you 
well  know,  they  often  think  a  great  deal  about.  That  it  is  the  general  practice  to  put 
all  the  tickets  into  the  coffin  when  any  member  dies  cannot  be,  for  it  is  the  uniform 
practice,  I  believe,  in  all  our  churches — I  know  it  is  in  Kingston  and  Spanish  Town — 
to  tear  up  the  old  ticket  every  year  when  the  new  one  is  given,  and  frequently  the 
ticket  of  the  deceased  member  is  returned  fcy  the  surviving  relatives.  This  was  done 
at  Yallahs  last  year  in  almost  every  instance  of  death  that  occurred.  You  seem  to 
have  made  out  a  strong  case  from  St.  Elizabeth’s,  that  may  or  may  not  be  correct. 
We  have  no  station  in  that  parish,  and  have  no  means  of  investigating  the  case.  If 
we  had,  it  might  prove  like  some  of  your  other  specified  cases,  inaccurate.  When  the 
charge  against  Mr.  Burchell’s  leaders,  said  to  be  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  was 
taken  to  him,  he  denied  ever  having  said  any  thing  against  Mr.  Burchell’s  leaders. 
Something  of  the  kind,  he  said,  occurred,  but  it  was  with  a  man  at  Green  Island, 
before  any  Baptist  Missionary  of  ours  went  there.  That  erroneous  notions  have  been 
entertained  respecting  the  tickets  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  are  a  tenth  part  so  general  as  you  represent.  I  can  unhesitatingly  assert 
that  they  are  of  great  service  in  the  congregations  over  which  I  preside,  in  preventing 
disorder,  promoting  discipline,  and  enabling  me  to  know  more  of  the  people  than  I 
otherwise  could  ;  as  well  as  to  guard  the  table  at  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Shall  we  give 
up  every  thing  because  it  may  be  abused  ?  The  charge  against  members  in  our 
church  of  having  their  children  christened,  and  standing  sponsors  for  others,  is  true, 
and  I  am  glad  for  their  sakes  that  you  have  charged  them  with  the  inconsistency.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  do  good  in  that  matter.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  our  people,  and 
it  afforded  me  an  admirable  text  for  urging  the  discontinuance  of  such  an  unscriptural 
practice.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  like  other  errors,  it  wall  give  way  before  in¬ 
creasing  light.  Time  was  when  members  of  our  church  were  compelled  to  do  it  ;  and 
a  certificate  of  baptism  was  the  only  legal  document  the  parents  of  a  free  child  could 
possess,  to  secure  their  offspring  from  all  the  horrors  of  slavery  ;  and  you  know  we  are 
all  the  creatures  of  habit — what  we  have  been  long  accustomed  to  do  we  do  not  readily 
lay  aside.  You  say  there  never  will  be  a  pure  church  while  the  leader  and  ticket 
systems  continue  ;  and  to  establish  your  assertion  that  our  churches  are  extremely 
corrupt,  you  lay  great  stress  on  Mr.  Whitehorne’s  opinion.  I  love  Mr.  Whitehome  as 
a  Christian  brother,  but  cannot  subscribe  to  his  infallibility.  His  opinion,  however 
valuable,  is  but  an  opinion.  There  are  good  men  in  England  who  can  see  scarcely 
any  religion  in  the  country,  and  there  are  others  who  would  have  us  to  think  that  the 
church  is  almost  in  her  millennial  glory.  I  think  with  neither.  If  Mr.  Whitehome’s 
opinion  is  to  be  received  as  decisive  on  the  state  of  our  churches,  then  it  holds  good 
with  respect  to  others,  for  he  entertains  the  same  ideas  of  all.  And  in  that  case,  hqjv 
comes  it  to  pass,  if  the  leaders  and  tickets  are  the  cause  of  corruption,  that  those 
churches  which  you  say  employ  neither  are  not  pure  ?  If  you  ask,  how  can  Mr.  W. 
know  as  much  of  the  state  of  the  churches  in  other  denominations  as  in  his  own  ? 
Just  on  the  same  principle,  as  you  say  other  ministers  know  more  about  our 
churches  than  we  do  ourselves,  an  absurdity  unworthy  of  notice.  If  the  leader 
system  be  in  itself  an  evil,  why  employ  it  ?  It  is  in  your  churches  in 
this  city,  and  in  Spanish  Town,  and  Falmouth,  and  other  places  I  could  mention. 
Indeed,  I  believe  it  generally  prevails  where  the  incumbent  is  suspected  of  piety, 
a  strong  indication  that  it  is  not  necessarily  mischievous.  The  case  you  mention  at 
Manchioneal,  and  which  you  seem  to  view  as  a  triumphant  argument  for  the  wicked¬ 
ness  of  the  system,  and  the  consequent  corruption  of  our  churches,  seems  to  me 
rather  to  establish  their  purity.  You  admit  that  the  moment  guilt  was  suspected 
every  thing  was  done  that  could  be,  fully  to  investigate  the  matter,  find  out  and 
punish  the  offender,  and  purify  the  church  ;  and  that  immediately  the  guilty  person 
was  discovered,  every  thing  that  a  church  of  Christ  could  do,  to  purge  itself  from  such 
filthiness  was  done.  What  more,  my  dear  Sir,  could  you  desire?  We  have  had 
cases  of  defection  among  leaders  in  our  church,  but  there  has  never  been  one,  which 
has  not  been  dealt  with  as  though  it  had  been  the  case  of  a  private  member.  I  am 
sure  I  would  be  thankful  for  any  information  tending  to  purify  and  improve  the 
church  ;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  you,  or  any  other  person,  merely  because  he 
was  born  on  the  island,  should  know  more  of  my  congregation  than  myself.  Does  it 
necessarily  follow,  that  because  a  person  is  a  Creole  he  must  understand  the  character 
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of  the  people  better  than  any  one  else  ?  Is  there  nothing  of  mental  vanity  in  such 
an  opinion  ?  Y ou  say  we  “  do  not  know  the  sad  state  of  our  churches,  and,  more 
than  that,  we  are  not  willing  to  be  made  to  know  it.”  This  is  a  very  serious  charge 
to  bring  against  a  whole  body  of  men,  without  distinction — men  too  whom  you  allow 
to  be  zealous  and  faithful  preachers  of  the  gospel  ;  and  against  whom  their  bitterest 
foes  have  never  been  able  to  establish  a  single  case  of  moral  delinquency.  Now, 
how  such  men  can  knowingly  and  determinately  shut  their  eyes  against  the  most  fla¬ 
grant  abuses  amongst  the  people  to  whom  they  preach,  I  must  leave  you  to  determine. 
We  are  either  faithful  preachers  of  the  gospel,  or  we  are  not  ;  if  not,  your  praise  is 
undeserved  ;  if  we  are,  your  charge  of  wilfully  allowing  corruption  must  fall,  for 
faithful  preaching,  and  habitual  toleration  of  sin,  are  not  quite  compatible.  You 
seem  to  rest  this  heavy  charge  on  our  not  joining  Mr.  Thompson’s  proposed  Associa¬ 
tion.  I  knew  nothing  of  it  till  I  saw  it  mentioned  in  the  papers.  I  was  never  in¬ 
vited  to  join,  and  am  ignorant  of  its  rules  except  what  I  have  casually  heard.  I  can, 
therefore,  only  speak  on  general  principles.  I  know  that  a  number  of  ministers  in 
other  denominations  did  not  join,  and  that  some  who  did,  disapproved  of  the  plan.  I 
am  confident,  as  far  as  I  understand  the  scheme,  that  it  could  not  have  been  earned  into 
operation.  1  am  told  the  country  was  to  be  parcelled  out  amongst  the  different  de¬ 
nominations,  and  no  one  was  to  open  a  new  station  without  consulting  his  neighbour — 
very  fair  and  friendly  in  appearance  to  be  sure  ;  but  if  some  proprietor  should  offer 
a  piece  of  land  for  the  erection  of  a  church  within  a  mile  of  a  Baptist  chapel,  and 
the  bishop  should  accept  the  offer,  would  his  lordship  consult  the  Baptist  missionary  ? 
You  know  he  would  treat  such  a  proposition  with  contempt  ;  and  then  what  becomes 
of  the  union  ?  A  great  deal  may  be  said  on  this  project,  but  I  dare  not  trust  myself 
to  write  about  it.  My  dear  Sir,  I  would  be  very  reluctant  to  think  that  you  designed 
to  ruin  or  injure  our  mission,  but  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  proceedings 
on  Scripture  principles.  Suppose  I  were  to  return  home,  and  avail  myself  of  my 
long  residence  in  this  country,  my  constant  intercourse  with  the  people  as  a  mission¬ 
ary,  my  intimacy  with  a  number  of  pious  clergymen  and  others  in  the  Establishment, 
and  any  little  reputation  of  character  I  may  sustain,  in  order  to  depreciate  your  deno¬ 
mination  ;  I  might  travel  about  the  country,  and  say  a  great  deal  not  to  the  credit 
of  the  Establishment,  but  should  I  be  acting  the  part  of  a  minister  of  Christ  in  so 
doing  ?  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  proceedings,  and  it  does  not  be¬ 
come  me  to  go  a  motive  hunting  ;  but  to  say  the  least  of  them,  they  seem  to  indicate 
a  sad  want  of  acquaintance  with  human  nature,  and  an  equal  forgetfulness  of  Scrip¬ 
tural  principles  of  action.  Nevertheless,  as  God  often  out  of  evil  educes  good,  I  trust 
that  such  will  be  the  result  of  this  unpleasant  affair.  I  have  written  freely,  because 
I  have  felt  deeply,  and  that  too  on  account  of  the  intimacy  which  has  long  existed 
between  us,  for  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  loved  you  with  a  sincere  Christian  affec¬ 
tion,  as  a  brother  in  Christ,  and  it  gives  me  pain  at  heart  to  be  compelled  thus  to 
write.  That  we  may  all  possess  more  of  the  spirit  of  our  Saviour,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of 

Yours  in  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

Joshua  Tinso.n. 

Rev.  Richard  Panton,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


(COPY  OF  ENVELOPE.) 

My  dear  Sir,  Kingston,  April  10,  1839. 

After  writing  the  enclosed,  I  heard  that  you  were  from  home  on  a  tour  of  inspec¬ 
tion  ;  and  fearing  it  might  be  sent  after  you,  and  occasion  expense  of  postage,  I 
detained  it.  Since  your  return  I  have  been  ffom  home. 

On  looking  over  what  I  have  written,  I  fear  my  feelings  have  in  one  or  two  in¬ 
stances  betrayed  me  into  a  style  of  expression  that  might  give  offence,  and  which  I 
would  alter,  but  have  not  time  to  re-write.  It  is  but  fair,  perhaps,  to  add,  that  it  was 
only  last  evening  I  heard  ffom  Mr.  Anderson  that  you  questioned  the  correctness  of 
the  statements  sent  out  to  us.  Are  you  aware  of  what  kind  they  are  ?  I  mean  have 
you  seen  them?  No  man  is  more  competent  than  Mr.  Gurney  accurately  to  take 
down  any  statements  made  by  another,  and  no  man  can  sustain  a  higher  character 
for  probity  and  godliness  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  other  gentlemen  who 
affixed  their  signatures.  I  remain, 

Yours  in  the  gospel  of  God, 

Joshua  Tinson. 


Rev.  R.  Panton. 


/ 
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To  Rev.  J.  Dyer. 

P.S.  May  15,  1839.  Up  to  this  time  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  foregoing. 
Mr.  Anderson  said  to  Mr.  Panton,  when  he  denied  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  you 
sent  us,  that  it  was  clear  he  had  said  something,  and  something  that  was  offensive  and 
injurious,  and  that  he  was  therefore  bound  in  fairness  to  state  what  he  did  say.  But 
this  he  has  not  done  ;  and  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  him  up  to  the  present 
moment,  more  than  the  message  by  Mr.  Anderson.  J.  T. 


To  afford  the  reader  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  kind  of 
examination  to  which  candidates  are  subjected,  previous  to  their 
admission  into  the  Baptist  churches  in  Jamaica,  we  subjoin  an  instance, 
reported  some  time  since  by  Mr.  Phillippo,  of  Spanish  Town.  It  is 
the  first  that  occurred  to  recollection  out  of  many  which  have  been 
sent  home,  at  various  times,  by  different  missionaries.  It  differs  in  no 
respect,  as  we  are  assured  by  our  brother  Clarke,  of  Jericho,  now  in 
this  country,  from  what  is  usual  on  these  occasions. 

The  person  examined  was  at  that  time  a  slave,  about  twenty- four 
years  of  age.  He  then  merely  knew  his  letters,  but  subsequently 
learned  to  read,  and  received  one  of  the  “gift  books”  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  last  account  respecting  him  stated 
that  he  continued  to  prove  himself  a  steady  and  consistent  disciple 


of  Christ." 

Q.  Who  made  you  ? 

A.  The  Lord. 

Q.  Does  God  know  every  thing  about 
you  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  all  I  think,  or  do,  or  say. 

Q.  Does  God  know  every  person  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  done  any  thing  to 
displease  God  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  have  done  many  things  to 
offend  him.  I  am  a  great  sinner. 

Q.  Who  is  the  Saviour  of  sinners  ? 

A.  Jesus  Christ. 

Q.  Whose  Son  is  he  ? 

A.  God’s. 

Q.  How  many  persons  are  there  in  the 
Godhead  ? 

A.  Three ;  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost. 

Q.  Did  Jesus  Christ  ever  come  into  the 
world  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  live  before  he  came  into  this 
world  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  Jesus  Christ  a  man  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  and  God  too. 

Q.  What  did  Jesus  Christ  come  into 
the  world  to  do  ? 

A.  To  save  from  sin  and  hell. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  to  save  us  from  sin 
and  hell  ? 

A.  Died  on  the  cross  and  was  buried. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now  ? 

A.  In  heaven,  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

Q.  Will  he  ever  come  again  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  he  will  come  back  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead. 


Q,.  Who  are  the  quick  ? 

A.  The  living. 

Q,.  What  then  will  become  of  us  ? 

A.  God’s  people  will  go  to  heaven  ;  the 
wicked  to  hell. 

Q.  Who  will  be  the  judge  ? 

A.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Q,.  Do  you  think  you  love  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why? 

A.  Because  he  came  and  die  for  me  (us). 

Q.  Do  you  love  sin  ? 

A.  No  ;  hate  it.  God  don’t  like  it ;  it 
is  a  bad  thing. 

Q.  Have  you  left  off  sin  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  do  you  not  find  evil  thoughts 
rising  in  your  heart  ? 

A.  When  I  find  bad  thoughts,  I  always 
beg  the  Lord  to  take  it  from  me. 

Q,.  Do  you  ever  pray  to  God  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  three  times  a  day. 

Q.  Can  a  person  pray  without  opening 
his  lips  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  with  his  heart. 

Q.  Will  God  hear  us  if  we  do  not  pray 
with  our  heart  ? 

A.  No. 

Q,.  For  whose  sake  does  God  hear 
prayer  ? 

A.  For  his  Son’s  sake. 

Q.  What  made  you  first  think  of  com¬ 
ing  to  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A.  I  come  to  town  one  day,  and  pass¬ 
ing  the  chapel,  heard  preaching.  Master 
Phillippo  preached,  and  said,  If  you  do 
not  pray  to  God,  you  cannot  go  to  heaven. 
Broder  King  told  me  the  same  again  and 
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again.  I  attended  chapel,  and  my  heart 
feel  ;  then  I  set  off  in  religion. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  first  felt  you 
were  a  sinner  ? 

A.  Two  years :  this  is  the  third  year. 

Q,.  How  have.  you.  lately  been  feeling  ? 

A.  Better,  quite  better  and  light  (mean¬ 
ing  he  had  been  enjoying  the  comforts  of 
religion). 

Q,.  But  are  you  not  sometimes  tempted 
to  do  wrong  ? 

A.  Yes ;  devil  tempt  me,  but  I  beg  God 
to  keep  him  off. 

Q,.  Will  baptism  wash  away  your  sins? 

A.  No. 

Q,.  Why  then  do  you  wish  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  ? 

A.  To  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Q,.  What  does  baptism  put  you  in  mind 
of? 

A.  Of  Christ,  who  was  buried  and  rose 
again. 

Q.  Do  you  think  baptism  will  save 
vou  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  about  the 
Lord’s  Supper  ?  Will  that  save  you  ? 

A.  No  ;  nothing  but  the  blood  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Q.  Will  your  own  good  works  assist  in 
saving  you  ? 

A.  No  ;  Jesus  Christ  himself  must  save 
me  by  his  blood. 

Q,.  Could  any  sinner  have  gone  to  hea¬ 
ven  if  Jesus  Christ  had  not  died? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Will  any  sinner  who  loves  Jesus 
Christ  go  to  hell  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  kind  of  place  is  heaven  ? 

A.  It  is  a  good  place  ;  holy  angels  live 
there,  and  Jesus  Christ,  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  sinners  that  repented. 

Q.  Are  you  ever  persecuted  for  reli¬ 
gion  ? 

A.  Master  never  hinders  me  ;  but  the 
worldly  people  make  a  mock,  but  I  don’t 
mind. 

Q,.  What  is  your  duty  to  God  ? 

A.  To  pray  to  him  and  praise  him,  and 
try  to  keep  his  commandments  and  love 
him. 

Q.  If  admitted  to  the  church,  and  any 
brother  sin,  what  would  be  your  duty  ? 

A.  To  speak  to  them,  and  tell  them  it 
was  wrong ;  if  he  did  not  mind,  tell  another 
brother,  then  tell  it  to  minister. 

Q.  What  is  your  duty  to  those  who 
are  in  the  world  ? 

A.  To  talk  to  them,  and  coax  them, 
and  tell  them  what  God  has  done  for  me, 
and  say  he  will  do  so  for  them. 

Q,.  But  if  they  will  not  hear  you,  and 
are  your  enemies  ? 


A.  I  will  try  to  love  them,  and  pray 
to  the  Lord  for  them. 

Q,.  What  is  your  duty  to  your  minister  ? 

A.  To  pray  for  minister. 

Q,.  If  you  should  be  a  member,  and 
do  any  thing  that  is  bad,  and  be  reprov¬ 
ed,  how  would  you  bear  it  ? 

A.  Will  bear  it  patiently,  and  be 
thankful  to  be  told  when  I  do  wrong. 

Q.  If  a  person  was  to  offer  you  free¬ 
dom,  and  give  you  land  if  you  would  give 
off  religion,  what  would  you  do  ? 

A.  I  would  rather  keep  on  being  a 
slave  than  to  forsake  religion. 

Q.  If  all  the  ministers  of  religion  were 
to  be  driven  off  the  island,  what  would 
you  then  do  ? 

A.  Pray  God  to  keep  me,  and  try  to 
find  one  like  myself,  and  talk  about  reli¬ 
gion  and  pray. 

Q.  What  book  is  the  best  book  ? 

A.  The  Lord  J esus  Christ’s  book — the 
Bible. 

Q.  Why  is  it  the  best  book  ? 

A.  It  tells  us  of  good  for  our  souls. 

Q.  Ought  we  to  give  ear  to  the  Bible, 
rather  than  to  dreams  and  visions  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  does  the  Holy  Spirit  do  ?  ■ 

A.  Sanctifies. 

Q.  Whai  does  sanctify  mean  ? 

A.  To  make  to  walk  upright  as  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Holy  Spirit 
touched  your  soul  when  you  heard  preach¬ 
ing? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  enlightens  the  understanding  ? 

A.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Q.  Have  you  strength  of  yourself  to 
do  the  will  of  God  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  you  have  a  new 
heart  ? 

A.  Because,  before  I  was  a  liar,  a 
thief,  a  whoremonger,  a  fighter.  I  did 
every  thing  that  is  bad  ;  now  I  left  it  off, 
and  do  not  love  it. 

Q.  Could  Jesus  Christ  have  saved  us 
if  he  had  not  been  God  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Could  he  have  died  if  he  had  not 
been  man  ?  A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  help  Jesus  Christ  to  save 
you  ? 

A.  No  ;  he  does  all  himself. 

Q.  Why  then  do  you  do  good  works  ? 

A.  To  show  love  to  him  in  obeying 
his  commands. 

After  this  examination  a  number  of 
questions  were  asked  him  relative  to  New 
Testament  Biography,  which  for  the  most 
part  he  answered  correctly. 
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